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ABSTRACT ' \ ' 

In fall 1983, a survey was conducted to determine the 
extent of basic skills assessment of incoming ^student^, conducted in 
Illinois public community colleges. Quest ionnalr^s were sent to 50 
community colleges, requesting inf ormation'on the^skills assessed, 
the time of assessment, and the instruments used. Study findings, 
basejj on responses from 44 institutions, included the followiVig: (1) 
42 colleges assessed reading skills, 36 assessed writing skills, and 
41 assessed math skills; (2) at least half of the colleges conducted 
the skill assessments'- prior . to registration; (3) test scores were 
used to recommend placement in specif ic*^ classes , by 20. colleges for 
reading classes , 15 for writing classes, and* 21 for vxath classes'; (4) 
placement in specif ic' classes on the basis of^ test scores was 
mandatory at 18 colleges for reading, 16 for. writing, and .16 for 
math; and^5) five college's assessed English skills, two assessed 
language use skills, and three assessed English as a Second Language 
skills. A list of t^st instruments used, the -survey Jrtstrument, and a 
list ,pf responding colleges are included in the study report. (HB) 
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The turvey dfltacrlbed tn this report was conducted for the Lincoln „l^n4 
Community College ad hoc Assessment Committed and the V,lce President for 



Student ServlceB, who will use the reaults).^^ fii background for Dhelr exami 
nation of LLCC's Aaaeaament of Basic Skills Program (Reading, Writing, Math) . 

The surviiy Include^ 50 Illinois community colleges, 44 (88X) of which 
responded. The survey instrument and diet pf the responding colleges are 
conta^ined in the appendix. A summary of selected responses appears at the 
end of this repdrt. ,v ^ - ' 

Among the major findings are the following; ^ 

1. Forty-two of the 44 colleges do assess recuilng skills of incoming * 
students. Of those, 27 assess before registration, one dui^lng r*glatratlon, \ 
four after registration, and five at any time,* Twenty (20)>of the Aj^ reapon-; 
dents Indi'biated that placement in specific classes baaed on the studpnt's 
score i1k recommended and 18 In^cate/ that placement la forced. 

2. Thirty-six jaf the 44 collages do assess wpltlng skills of. incoming. 

, »,,... ^ . ^ ■ ^ ■ ^. ■ 

students. Of those, 18 assess before registration, o^ie assasses during . 

■ . '** 

^glstratlon, six after reglBtration, and four at any time. Fifteen of 

the 36 respondents indicated that placement in specific classes based on 

the studeQt^s score la recommended and 16 indicated that placement is forcedi, 

3. Forty-K)ne of the* 44 colleges do assess math aklld^ of Incoming 
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students. Of those» 28 aasMO before registration, one aasefses duting^ 

. ' " • ^ ' ' ' . . '* ♦ I ■ ■ ' * 

regis ^ration t two aftar raglstration^ and. four at any time. Twenty-ona 

■ ... . ■ ' . . j> 

of the 41 respondents lodlcsted that placement In specific clsases based 

on the student's score Is recommended and 16 liullcated that placement 1* 

' ' ' ' . I ' 

forced. ■ 
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SUMMAIiY OF RISIPONSBS TO THE SURVEY 
OF ASSESSMpNT OF BASIC SKILLS 
IN ILLINOIS 'PUBLIC IVO YEAR COLLEGES 



Reading InatTumants used and numb s];^ of Institutions^ ualng: 



ACT • 
ACT-CPP 

ASapT * 
California Achievement Teat 
California Achievement Test 

& Gates McGlntle 
California Readli&g Test 
Carver Reading Progress Scale/DRP 
.College Board-CGP'^Readlng^ 
College Board-^Nel son Denny 
College Qualification Test 



X 
3 
3 

2 

1 

I 
1 
1 
1 



Cooperative English Test 

CPP, ACT Composite, SAT or other 

national standardized t^st 
Diagnostic Reading Teat 
ETS 

ETS-Nelaon Denny-COOP Teat 
Gates McGlntle . ^ 

In House > . \ 

Nelson Denny 
^RA-Readlng 

Stanford Test of Academic Skills 



/ 



Writing Inatriments used and nupiber of Institutions using: 



nuiib< 



ACT-CPP 
ASSET 

College Board ' '.. / ° 
Coltege Board DTSL Usage T«st 
College English 'Placement Test 
College. QuallfWatlon Test 
Comparative ^l<ia<ice 4 • ■ \ 

Placement Prograia x 
ETS Test of Written ^^resslon- 
Hough ton-Mlffl In English Usags Test 



1 
A 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 



jln House 
In House & Test of Standard 
Written English 
Nelson Denny ' 
Ne|.9o'n Denny/ In House grammar & 

writing aaopla 
Stanford test of Academic Skills 
Usage plus piece of writing 
Writing Sample 

Writing Sample /Writ ten English 
Expression Test / 



Math (Arlthatetlc) Ins truitaants used and nunbei; of institutions using: 



ACT-CPP , ■ 2 

ACT and In House I 

ASSET . . ,,. 4 

Coll.go Botrd Mith PlactnAnt 1 

Collegs Qualification last 1 
Cooparattv$ Math Test for Algabra I 

and HAPS for Arlthaatic Skills 1 



CPP, ACT Con^oslte, SAT or other 
national atandardlsed' test and 
In housa jll-' 
D«icrlptlva/T#its of Math' Skills 
In Hou«« i 7 / 
In Houss aiid )|TS 
Math Actlvi.ty Packat Sarias 
Hathamatlcs Aksut of America 
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Other Skills Assesaed 



Five collages responded that they asaeas English skills and they do this 
before regiatration. Two of th^ use an In'houae Instrument, one uses the CP?-ACT/ 
and one uses CPP, ACT composite, SAT or other national standa|rdized teat,|and 
another uses College Board* Writ te?j English Expression.- Of the five, one college 
recotmtfehda* placetbent and four force^placement . One college assessed English 
skills only In courses lower than English I. * 

^PTwo colleges responded that they assess language ueiage skills #nd they do 
this before reglsttaitlon'l One uses the Iowa Test of Educational Development and 
the Other uses thd ACT-CPP, Only one responded that they forced placepentt 

One college Indicated that they assess technical math sk^-lls but did not ^ 

• ^■ . • ' ^ ' . • . . , " • ^ ■ ■ ^ ' 

Indicate at what point they do the assessmen/f. The instrumenc used is the 

> . X ■ ' ■' • - , . > 

Technical Math Placement Teat and placement la forced . 

■ - - - ■ • . ■ * . . ■ • 

Another college assesses mechanical skills before registration* They^ did 
not Indicate what instrument was' used nor did they indicate the placement < system 

Thre'e colleges indicated chat they assess English aa a second language 

- > » ■ ' • ■ . . . ■ * . ■ 

befoiTe r^giatraxion and the instruments used are an in house Insttument / an English 

' • ■ • L ' ' '" 

Reading Test for Students of English as a Fpreign Language » and ^I^yn G-1. The 

placement is ^forced for two of the colleges and one did not indicate thei^r place- 
ment system. ^ ' ■ * / 



APPENDIX A 



' * R«appndlng Collegti 

• ■ ■ .J 
X. BaXlevllle Area Collage 

2. Black Hawlt^olleg* 

3. ' Black Hawk College - Eaat ^ampue 
.A. Richard J. Daley. College 
. 5. Dawvllle Area Comnunlty College 

6, College of DuPag^e 

7. Elgin Community College , • 
fl, Prontl^r Cotamunlty College; 
9. Wllllafa Raln«y Harper College 

10. Highland X^BBmnlty College ^ 
U. minola Central College , *■ 

12. tlJLlno is Vailey Conanunity, College 

13. Jollet Junior College 
.1^. Kankakee Community College 

15. Kaskaskia College ' . , 

16. Kishwaukee College 
/ 17. College of Lake County ' 

18. Lake Land );k>llege 

19. Uewla &. Clark Community Cbllege 
20-. Lincoln Trail College 
21. John A. Logan- College 

- 22. ^IcoliB X College 

' 23. McHcnry County College 

24 „ M6raine Valley Coomuni^ty College 

25^ Hortoh College 

26: Oakton Community College 

27. Olive-Harvey College. \ 

2.8. OIney Central Cellege 
' 29^ Parklahd College, . , • 

30. Prairie StaU Coileie • , - 

. ^31.. ftend Lake. ColU$e " • J 

32. Richland Coanunity Coll ega « 

° 33. Rock yalley. College 

34. - Qar'l Sandburg College - " 

^5, 'Sauk^Vailey Cbliege 

36 . Spoon Rivai:, tk>U»ge. . ; f " 

^ 37, S tact- Coimmiaity College 

38. Ilibrnton Costaftin 

39 Trltpn College ? ^ _ 

40. Harry S» Xrunan College ' ? * 

Wabash Vilify ^College 

42. Waubona^a^onpunlty College- 

43. Wilbur Wright Collage 

44. "John Wood Cpiamiolty Collega^ 
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Lillcoln Land Community College 



iSht^crd RomJ 
Springfield, IllinoU 62708 
21 7/766-2200 



. Aecfdittd <fK ttw 
North C»ntr»/ At»oci§non 
of. Colt»ff0t §nd Schoots 



Novamb«r 15, 1983 



The Ad Hoc Aasesfimant Committee at my camput has asked that I collect 
- some iofo-matloa from othet state community colleges regarding assess- 
ment of the basic skills of Incomllag students. - ^ 

Therefore th* enclosed card with pertlne|it questions is forwarded and 
It is requested that you take a brief momeat to complete it and mail 
it back to me. I will be most happy to share .the^results with you. 

Sincerely, • / , 



James C* Fo^stall 

Vice President,, Student Services 

JCF:JN V 
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What baalc skills do yqu aaaeas?' When do you assesa? 

bttfore regldtratlon after registration 

reading ^ ' - 

writing ^ "~ ' ~r 

math ^ 



other (apaclfy) 



> * 



What Inatrunant do you use? If locally conatructed/ write "In- 
houaa/* reading ■ ' ' . - . > ■ 

writing ^ " _ ' \ ' . ' • - 

Mth " ' ""^ 



other (apeclfy) 



^ Indicate your placMtint ayaten; " 

no pli|ceiMtnt - placewrtit recowncnded - placenent 

force d other '(apeclfyy^ 



Inatltutlon 



A. 
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